Adverse Weather
Policy

Contents
Rationale .......................................................................................................................................................................1
Purpose .........................................................................................................................................................................1
Guidelines .....................................................................................................................................................................1
Emergency Closing Procedures ....................................................................................................................................2
Section 17 Emergency Contact Number – School Closure ...........................................................................................2
Section 18 Internal actions ...........................................................................................................................................2

Adverse Weather Policy

Rationale
There are occasions when severe weather conditions prevail or failure of services or a major incident occurs
which may affect the operation of the school day. If such circumstances occur, staff, parents and students need
to be aware of the procedures to be followed.
It is important accurate information is available from an appropriate source in order that staff, parents and
students know where to access and follow the information provided.
As far as possible it is the school’s intention to remain open unless circumstances prevent the school from
operating.

Purpose
To provide guidelines to staff, parents and students covering a range of possible scenarios affecting the ability of
the school to operate.

Guidelines
Unless the school has been closed following an announcement by the Headteacher or member of the school’s
Senior Leadership Team, it must be assumed that the school remains open.
In the event of severe weather conditions staff, parents and students may contact the following to ascertain
whether the school is open or closed or operating in some modified form:
School’s main phone line answer phone;
School’s website – this must indicate whether the school site is open to both students and staff;
Local radio stations:
Time FM 107.5 FM
Essex Radio FM 96.3 FM
BBC Essex Radio FM 95.3 FM/103.5 FM
Contacting the school via a direct phone line to speak with a member of the school’s Senior Leadership Team.
Only this designated group is authorised to provide a statement upon the operational status of the school.
In cases where weather conditions delay attending school, a register will be available at the main reception for
colleagues to sign on arrival. Staff must ensure that they use the site with extreme caution and wear suitable
footwear and clothing. Staff and students must only use the cleared paths to navigate around the site. Car park
to be used at staff and parents risk. The site staff will ensure there are suitable pathways to enter and exit the
School site. Website use and updates will be made available on the intranet and internal email system
throughout the period of inclement weather.
Following closure of the school during a school day staff, parents and students will be expected to follow the
guidelines described above under severe weather conditions for the next day.
In addition to severe weather conditions there may be occasions when the school suffers a service failure. This
can take a number of forms including fire, electricity, gas, water, heating etc. Any of these service facilities may
affect the school to operate. Guidelines for such possible failures are those described for severe weather
conditions.
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It is more apparent when severe weather conditions occur than a localised service failure. The school will make
every effort to inform staff, parents and students about such failure and the status of the school under these
circumstances using the guidelines described above.
Every effort is made to determine the best and safest decision on cancelling or not cancelling school because of
adverse weather. Please take the time to read this information. Taking the time to acquaint ourselves with the
procedures of the policy will assure the safety of our students.

Emergency Closing Procedures
School Cancellation - If the decision is made to cancel school please refer to the points detailed above. All
decisions will be made by the Headteacher with full consultation with the governing body.
Early Release - If school is in session and hazardous conditions develop during the day, a decision may be made to
dismiss students early.

Section 17 Emergency Contact Number – School Closure
Dagenham Park Church of England School uses both a website and a text message system to pass on information
to staff and students in the event of a school closure. The school’s DCSF number is 301 4704.
Telephone:
Facsimile:
Email:
Website:

020 8270 4400
020 8270 4409
office@dagenhampark.org.uk
www.dp.bardaglea.org.uk

Section 18 Internal actions
Layout of strategic plan to deal with adverse snow conditions
Identified areas to be gritted by LoR FM and school site team.

Phase 1(Red)
Small main gate path continuing to main front foyer of the school and the first half of the car park
Main front foyer in a direct line to the two front dining hall doors and the muga main gate
Pathway to main double gates to adjoin the direct line from the main foyer
“Dished” set back area at the front of the main gates.
Front of Leisure Centre to adjoin with point above.
Pathways between the Leisure Centre, Whitbread building and Dining Halls including steps
Walkway area from the main building to the new Maths block
Pathway from North east building, new building, exit across the back of the Leisure Centre to adjoin with
point above.
Retained estate: Rear of Whitbread centre ramp to boundary of the retained estate and the PFI estate
From bottom of ramp to the rear gate near muga
Evacuation route leading to old Dagenham park

Adverse Weather Policy

2

Phase 2(Blue)
Pathways and steps all along the west of the new school.
All-weather pitch
The MUGA pitch
All broad walks
Rear car park

LoR FM with School FM will review any damage occurring to road or pavement surfaces after the period of heavy
snow fall and gritting. No actual lead time can be set in this document as this is normally assessed according to
the level of risk associated to such damage and the prolonged period of snow fall and winter conditions
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